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Herbal Textual Research on Acanthopanacis Cortex in Famous Classical Formulas
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[ Abstract] Through the textual research and analysis of ancient and modern documents of
Acanthopanacis Cortex(AC) , this paper combed the variety, origin, harvesting, processing and ancient quality
evaluation methods of AC, and clarified the historical context of the mixing of its common counterfeit product
(Periplocae Cortex ) , in order to provide a basis for the development of famous classical formulas containing AC.
AC was first published in Shennong Bencaojing with the name of Wujia, Wujiapi is the name rectification in all
dynasties since Leigong Paozhilun. According to the description of inflorescence location and fruit morphology
of Wujia in the materia medica, it is judged that the mainstream origin of AC used in previous dynasties was

Acanthopanax gracilistylus. Periplocae Cortex was mixed with AC in the period of the Republic of China because
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it was in line with the "like Lycii Cortex, light, brittle and fragrant". The origin of Wujiapi recorded in past
dynasties was concentrated in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, mainly in Hubei, Henan,
Anhui and other places. Since modern times, the traditional quality evaluation of AC has been gradually
summarized, with thick skin, white color and fragrant smell as the best. The traditional harvesting and
processing of AC involved picking the stems in May and July of the lunar calendar, picking the roots in October,
and drying in the shade. In modern times, the roots of AC are harvested, washed, peeled and dried in summer
and autumn. In the past dynasties, there were rice wine processing, Euodiae Fructus boiling, ginger juice
processing and other methods. In modern times, it is usually cut into thick slices after the cleansing. According to
the research results, it is suggested that the root bark of A. gracilistylus should be selected as the origin of AC in
famous classical formulas, which should be processed into the medicine according to the specific prescription
requirements. In addition, it is suggested to restore the medicinal name of Periplocae Cortex as Yangtao, in order
to reduce its chaotic influence on the medicinal use of AC.

[Keywords] famous classical formulas; Acanthopanacis Cortex; origin plants; Periplocae Cortex;

Yangtao; changes of producing area; quality evaluation
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Fig. 1 Acanthopanacis Cortex painted in Bencao Tujing
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Fig. 2 Acanthopanacis Cortex painted in materia medica from

Ming and Qing dynasties

2.1.4 AU EARLIOCE PO ALY o KA TT IR B A
T [ A2 G 25 W 2 R B AT W5 . 1790 4R (S Bk HE 9
B T MR KR E SN
Aralia palmata Lour., Flora of China B b P A 41 £
N Eleutherococcus nodiflorus(Dunn)S. Y. Hu [ 7
%o 1829 AE MR AU N 4 H T R
A. pentaphylla Thunb., %% % % Carl Peter Thunberg
. 29 .



2055 124
202346 H

HEXBAFZRS

Chinese Journal of Experimental Traditional Medical Formulae

Vol. 29,No. 12
Jun. ,2023

(G D1 B MR8 R H AAE W) , 7% Flora Japonica
KR WH AP, B SRR O E. sieboldianus(Makino)
Koidz. () 5% 2, 3 [ JC A (14 3 A id sk o B £
A PR a2 5 3 A 2T R AR A AR P AR L I K
HoE Ry My 2= 4 AR IEAR A5 TR E 2R . 1853 4F
i H W) 4 53 ) 2% Panax divaricatum S. et Z. 5E
AN 1R 25 44 3R T 1845 4R {H H R fin 3]
B 3R] 5 s 44 A — B, I # DS NN P divaricatus
Siebold&Zucc. , Flora of China ¥ HAF Jy B A KE M 1o
fil E. henryi var. faberi(Harms)S. Y. Hu i1y & 42,
WFRTE 3R 43 A5 A /D WA G TR T B 25 A
Do 1871 AR [ A B STRR) S A 0 B Y
FEJF N 1790 4F & R WY A. palmata Lour., I 438 10
P SR W R N 0 o i ) O LN E = I S W
B, H R TR YT KO o 1881 4F (5 3E KA X
R A 0 BIE ST ) IR K LN R O R R ) 2 N
A. palmata Lour.. 7E 1885—1900 4F T B T o [5 ifg
KM% K 22 N Augustine Henry (B 37 T - = 1))
JEAEAL DU AR ES R B s r R R
M N CREEARA . H ARG A 45 R T 1888 4 kK
TCE R R 44 5 ) HiGE T R A R B
— S S PEE L IR E TR T ¥4 b
H 5 I E B b DCRT P I R YRR D A Ry i
JE. henryi Oliver 5 B 1.l E. leucorrhizus Oliver,
JERRH N AE K T AR E By 1R A R AR
SR T 7/ I v o Ut T e o D e & LB
& A W A S b ) A B 2 5L 1895 AE(rh
A P )Y 23R T 38 B AR R i 0 5 AR
Hh 2 EE N B B T A Y O g
] € 8 {0 §§ Acanthopanax spinosum Miq.; 1895 4F
COCIE S AT ) 200 ) 25 3T (AR B 40 H ) v 0 i)
FE KA. spinosum Miq., 1915 G T L) 4490 )
B S )t 1, IR R TG AR 4 44 5 ) T i O
L A B 1844 47 (AR F [R5 ) ISR Fo i 2
1915 45 K %2 - %206 Ko Bl A, spinosum Miq.
5 A. japonicum Franch.&Sav., TE VWL & 3. Wi & M
Friedrich Anton Wilhelm Miquel ( 3 B 78 1 75 « 42 7% -
B - K v /R ) AE 1863 4F- Al 37 8T & Acanthopanax I
FERE AR A I 22 21 0 HOR A B [ bR i ) i 44 %
K, H BYEB TN A. spinosus(L. £.)Miq..{ ¥ FE A4
P& ) U BE AR 7 F BOAR R E TS A, FLIA
SR HE (1924 48 ) (i EA R 23 2622 ) (1937 4F) |
CA VALY T W) (1957 4 ) {0 1 27 44 '8 02 4 158 48

#€ (auct. non)™¥

.30.

o A. japonicum Franch. &Sav. T

1878 4F & £, N E. japonicus (Harms) Nakai )
2 AE Y IR E T4 A .

; R T E AT
i L L L Y )
£ y y ! 4k v - A,
"‘ f’{\} ".k U
QY «¢ \1
\ Vs é,::"\ 7\
A B

¥ : A.Acanthopanax spinosum Miq.; B.Acanthopanax japonicum
Franch.&Sav.
B3 (AEE )BT

Fig. 3 Acanthopanacis Cortex painted in Bencao Tupu
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Fig. 4  Acanthopanacis Cortex painted in major pharmacy

publications of modern times
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Fig. 5 Yangtao painted in materia medica
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